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Abstract 
 In learning English, one of the obstacles experienced by students is their pronunciation 
ability in learning English. Therefore, this study aims to determine the relationship between 
students' habits of listening to English songs and their pronunciation abilities in learning 
English. This research used quantitative methods, and the respondents were 69 students in 
class 8A, B and F of SMP Negeri 2 Airmadidi. The sampling technique used in this research was 
convenience sampling and a questionnaire as the instrument. The questionnaire used in this 
research was adopted from Olah (2018), and originally from Arsyida (2018). The findings of 
this research descriptively showed that students' listening habits in English songs (M= 2.7686) 
were medium criteria, and their pronunciation ability (M=85.43) was a good percentage. The 
research results also found p-value = 0.072 > 0.05 and the correlation coefficient (r = 0.308) 
can be concluded that there is no significant correlation between students' habits of listening 
to English songs and their pronunciation abilities in learning English. 
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Abstrak 
Dalam pembelajaran bahasa Inggris, salah satu kendala yang dialami siswa adalah 

kemampuan pengucapan mereka dalam belajar bahasa Inggris. Oleh karena itu, penelitian ini 
bertujuan untuk mengetahui hubungan antara kebiasaan siswa mendengarkan lagu 
berbahasa Inggris dan kemampuan pengucapan mereka dalam belajar bahasa Inggris. 
Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kuantitatif, dan respondennya berjumlah 69 siswa kelas 
8A, B, dan F SMP Negeri 2 Airmadidi. Teknik pengambilan sampel yang digunakan dalam 
penelitian ini adalah convenience dan kuesioner sebagai instrumennya. Kuesioner yang 
digunakan dalam penelitian ini diadopsi dari Olah (2018), dan aslinya dari Arsyida (2018). 
Temuan penelitian ini secara deskriptif didapati bahwa kebiasaan siswa mendengarkan lagu 
berbahasa Inggris (M= 2.7686) dengan kriteria sedang, dan kemampuan pengucapan 
(M=85.43) dengan persentase baik. Hasil penelitian juga mendapati p-value = 0.072 > 0.05 dan 
koefisien korelasi (r = 0.308) dapat disimpulkan bahwa tidak ada korelasi yang signifikan 
antara kebiasaan siswa mendengarkan lagu berbahasa Inggris dan kemampuan pengucapan 
mereka dalam belajar bahasa Inggris. 

 
  

Kata kunci—kebiasaan siswa, kemampuan pengucapan, mendengarkan lagu bahasa 
Inggris
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INTRODUCTION 
Listening, reading, writing, and speaking are the four skills that must be learned in 

the English language. The habit of listening is referred to as a listening habit in the context 
of language learning. According to Arevalo (2010), students who are accustomed to hearing 
would have a good understanding of listening. It means the listening habit make them 
understood what they heard. Supported by Kurniati (2016) students' listening habit would 
make them enrich their vocabulary for everyday communication. It means students’ habit 
of listening would help them to learn English. It demonstrates that listening to English songs 
is the simplest method of word improvement (Nurkolip, 2019). It shows that listening habit 
is an important skill in learning English.  

Students with the habit of listening to English songs can help to pronounce correctly 
every word they hear in the songs. According to Santoso (2016), pronunciation is a 
segmental perception in which there is a modified speech stream. This Proves that listening 
to English songs makes it easier for students to practice their pronunciation ability. This is 
supported by Fitria and Asrori (2022) in their research students may improve their ability 
to pronounce words well through media such as English songs. In a sense, listening to 
English songs become an easy medium for students to develop their ability to pronounce 
words. Pronunciation is a practice that gives the sound of each letter in actual words 
(Purmawati, 2018). Therefore, pronunciation of words is related to correct articulation and 
intonation. 

The researcher found several problems in students’ habit of listening to English 
songs. Firstly, the speed of the songs. Based on the research found in China by Goh (2000) 
when students listened to English songs, they could only hear part of words. Secondly, 
students find it difficult to focus. A researcher found that among gifted students in Malaysia 
by Yunus, et al. (2013), there are a lot of students did not like listening to English songs. For 
this reason, listening to English songs was not effective in learning English. Lastly, the 
researcher found the case from SMP Negeri 1 Kampar Timur, Riau by Lailatuzzakiya (2020) 
shows the highest data is the mean score p (3.30) which showed us these students always 
hear English songs, and the lowest mean score p (2.13), it indicates that although they do 
not do it everyday students’ frequently listen to English songs. This showed us that at the 
school at the country level, there is still a problem with students’ habit of listening to English 
songs. 

Furthermore, the researcher also found several problems in students’ 
pronunciation abilities. Including the failure of speech due to pronunciation that was not 
understood. Based on research conducted at California University, Yoshida (2013) even if 
students have lots of vocabulary if the pronunciation is incorrect, they still fail in 
pronounced the word. Then, pronunciation is influenced by the mother tongue. Based on 
research at Sudan University by Hassan (2014) the researcher found whether the 
replacement of pronunciation affects the mother tongue, so students mispronounce in a 
foreign language such as English that they learned. In addition, students have difficulty 
understanding the speech of the speaker. Research at Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana 
Malik Ibrahim by Habibi (2016) stated in a combination of word pronunciation, the listener 
would mispronounce because of the different speech the pronunciation of the word. That 
means pronunciation problems are still an obstacle for students in level countries in 
learning English.  
 Moreover, the researcher interested in determining whether is there a correlation 
between students' habit of listening to English songs and their pronunciation ability. First, 
the researcher inquired about the SMP Negeri 2 Airmadidi students' tendency to listen to 
English songs and their pronunciation abilities when learning English. Several pupils, based 
on their responses, seemed to like listening to English songs but were hesitant to pronounce 
the words they heard. Then, they lack an opportunity to practice. The researcher provided 
songs for students to listen and practice pronouncing the words they heard. Nevertheless, 
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several students tried to pronounce the words they had heard, but they still made mistakes. 
Furthermore, several students listen to English music frequently but are unaccustomed to 
pronouncing the words they heard because they are illiterate in how to do it. They had 
trouble pronouncing words since they didn't listen to English songs as often as other people, 
it was discovered. To support the example above, Lengkoan (2017) stated that developing 
a practice of listening to English songs can improve word pronunciation.  

Additionally, based on the researcher's personal experience, the researcher began 
learning English while still in high school and struggled in learning English. Another thing 
was that learning English by simply listening to English music is quite challenging for 
scholars. The researcher’s started examining the word pronunciations heard through 
English songs as they became more acclimated to listening to English songs. Therefore, the 
researcher’s experience can spur students to learn English with listening to English songs 
and their pronunciation abilities when studying English. Based on the background 
explained previously, this research aims to determine the relationship between students' 
habits of listening to English songs and their pronunciation abilities in learning English. 
 
RESEARCH METHODS 
 To conduct this study, the researcher used a quantitative method. This study is 
called quantitative research because it used questionnaires and tests. Based on Apuke 
(2017) stated that strong research is research related to quantification and analysis of 
variables to obtain the result and this type of research is also related to numerical data that 
requires certain techniques or methods. It means the quantitative method is a research 
method that deals with the calculation of numbers. Supported by Yilmaz (2013) research 
method that explained an event based on the data calculation of analysis results through 
statistics. It means the quantitative method is a method that requires the results of 
statistical. Anderson (2018) stated quality research is related to the calculation of results 
that are easy to convert into numbers. Therefore, in this study the researcher used the 
correlation method to see the correlation between the habit of listening to English songs 
and students’ pronunciation ability. Based on Schober, et al. (2018) correlation is the 
existence of a relationship between two variables. Thus, the researcher used a design of 
correlation, a quantitative study. 
 
Population and Respondents 
 Respondents in this research were Grades 8A, B, and F students of SMP Negeri 2 
Airmadidi. Class 8A took pilot study data with the number students were 34 but 4 students 
were not present so for the pilot study only 30 students participated. Therefore, for real 
study was class 8B and F, with the number of students being 35 students and all students 
participated in the questionnaires. Lastly, the total of all respondents was 69 students. In 
this study, the researcher used convenience sampling. Based on Taherdoost (2016) 
sampling convenience refers to students who are willing to fill out the questionnaires. 
Researcher chose Grades 8A, B, and F as a research class because researcher have made 
observations before. Therefore, researchers showed that there were problems in learning 
English, more specifically in pronouncing words in English. In other words, there was a 
problem with students’ technique in learning English. 
  
Instrument 
 In collecting data, the instrument in this study was a questionnaire divided into 3 
indicators namely, repetitive action, attention and getting the meaning with 2 item numbers, 
positive and negative, and an original from Arsyida (2018). The questionnaire used is 18 
items for students’ habit of listening to English songs, Therefore, the total number of 
questionnaires was 18 items with two categories, positive and negative items. The positive 
items were 1, 2, and 3, with repetitive action indicators. numbers 4, 5, and 6 with attention 
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indicators, and 7, 8, and 9 with indicators getting the meaning. Negative items were 10, 11, 
and 12 with the repetitive action indicator, the numbers 13, 14, and 15 with the attention 
indicator, and 16, 17, and 18 with the indicator getting the meaning. and all the items have 
been translated into Indonesian. In this item, there were 4 classifications of the category of 
assessment in the questionnaire. and the result was taken from the results they gave. Then 
the category assessment in the questionnaire would be seen in the following table: 
 

Table 1. The Category of Assessment in the Questionnaire 
Classification The Score for Positive Items The Score for Negative Items 

Always 4 1 
Sometimes 3 2 

Seldom 2 3 
Never 1 4 

 
The table 1 explained about the choices in the question items. In other words, the 

category of assessment in the questionnaire with 4 classification that divided into 2 scores 
namely, positive items and negative items. Therefore, before the researcher distributes all 
these questionnaires, the researcher would re-examine and consult the advisor also the 
statistics department to prove whether the questionnaire has been valid or not. 

The researcher conducted a pilot study to find the validity and reliability 
questionnaire. The pilot study conducted at SMP Negeri 2 Airmadidi. Before respondents fill 
out the questionnaire, the researcher provided several explanations on how to fill out the 
questionnaire so that respondents fill out the questionnaire properly. Furthermore, 
researcher distributed the questionnaire to 30 students in Grade 8 parallel A in the 
academic year 2023/2024. The time used is about 20 minutes for the questionnaire. Then, 
the researcher collected the answer sheets. Furthermore, the researcher explained in 
conducting tests for the display of variable Y data, namely pronunciation ability. Then, the 
researchers conducted personal tests to 30 students. It took about 25 minutes. Finally, the 
researcher filled the data in Excel and asked the statistics department to run the data to find 
out the validity and reliability using statistical tools. 

Validity and reliability are used to see whether the items from the questionnaire 
used were valid or not. The data was analyzed using statistical tools. For validation, the 
researcher used Pearson Correlation and used reliability analysis scale. Furthermore, if the 
item > 0.05, it means that the data is valid. Then, the researcher used Cronbach’s Alpha 
formula to prove valid items in the questionnaires to check the reliability of each item. If the 
item is > 0.70 it indicates the item is reliable enough to support this study (Noor, 2014). The 
researcher has validated the questionnaire. Furthermore, from the calculation of statistical 
data of the 18 items, there were 10 numbers of valid items, namely numbers 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 
10, 11, 17, 18. It was valid because the total Pearson correlation was above 0.373. Therefore, 
8 numbers were invalid items, namely numbers 4, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16, because the 
total person correlation was less than 0.373. Lastly, the reliability of the questionnaire with 
Cronbach’s Alpha was 0.705 which indicated the reliability of a questionnaire. Supported by 
Putri and Kurnia (2015) Cronbach’s Alpha analysis is required to determine the consistency 
and reliability of variables in measurement. 
 
Procedure 
 The researcher followed the following procedures. First, the researcher met the 
principal of the school to ask permission and arrange the best time to conduct research 
directly at the school. Second, when permission from the school was granted, the researcher 
met the homeroom teacher to discuss the detail of the distribution of the questionnaires 
that would be distributed by the teacher, so the researcher first consulted with the grade 8 
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homeroom or English teacher at SMP Negeri 2 Airmadidi about the duration of time given. 
Third, when the agreement had been made with the teacher there, the researcher 
immediately arranged an appointment with the teacher and came to distribute the 
questionnaires and tests to collect the data. Fourth, on the day and hour that had been 
agreed upon with the teacher, the researcher collected data by first giving a brief 
background of the purpose of the data collection and how to fill out the questionnaires and 
the test. Fifth, after all the questionnaires and tests filled in, the researcher thanked the 
students and teachers. Finally, the researcher analyzed and interpreted both data to be 
collected. 

When distributing the questionnaires, the researcher explained to the respondents 
how to fill out the questionnaires that the researcher would share later. Therefore, the 
researcher would not force the respondents to fill out the questionnaires, but the researcher 
asked the respondents to fill out the questionnaire with a willingness of heart, as much as 
they can, and honestly. Moreover, the researcher would not ask respondents to write their 
names or other identities in the questionnaires. The researcher only asked for their 
attendance number, if the respondents already agreed, the researcher would immediately 
hand out a questionnaire sheet to fill out 
 
Data Analysis Techniques 

The researcher analyzed the data using statistical tools. The researcher determines 
the general category of variable X, and then ascertains the result of variable Y. Therefore, 
the researcher would calculate the mean score of both variables based on that outcome. 
Therefore, the researcher used the Spearman Rank because after the normality test the 
results of the data distribution were not normal. This non-parametric analysis has been 
used to find out the correlation between variables. Furthermore, From the results of the 
criteria that respondents choose, the results would be seen in the following table: 
 

Table 2. The Criteria of Students’ Habit of Listening to English Songs 
No. Range Criteria 
1 0.00 – 1.49 Very Low 
2 1.50 – 2.49 Low 
3 2.50 – 3.49 Moderate 
4 3.50 – 4.49 High 
5 4.50 – 5.00 Very High 

 
The formula for students’ pronunciation ability is score = (Students’ correct 

answer/Total number of items) x 100. Therefore, the interpretation of the percentage for 
students’ pronunciation ability would be shown in the following table: 

 
Table 3. Percentage of Pronunciation Ability 

Percentage Ability (%) Criteria 
86 – 100 Very Good 
76 – 85 Good 
60 – 75 Enough 
55 – 59 Poor 

 54 Very Poor 

 
This table showed, there were lime ranges for pronunciation ability namely, 86 – 100% 
(Very good), 76 – 85% (Good), 60 – 75% (Enough), 55 – 59% (Poor), and < 54 (Very poor).  

To interpret the data the researcher used the Likert Scale to interpret the 
correlation between students’ habit of listening to English songs. By looking at p-value and 
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Correlation Coefficient (r). Supported by Hidayat (2017) verified that the difference must 
be seen at (p-value < 0.05) to determine whether it is significant. Finally, the correlation 
could be seen in the following table. 

Table 4. Interpretation of The Data Correlation 
Correlation Coefficient Interpretation 

0.00 – 0.199 Very Low 
0.20 – 0.399 Low 
0.40 – 0.599 Moderate 
0.60 – 0.799 High 
0.80 – 1.000 Very High 

  
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 The results of the descriptive and bivariate analysis in the form of a description of 
the frequency distribution and average value of each variable can be seen in the following 
table: 
 

Tabel 5. Percentage of Students’ Habit of Listening to English Songs  
and Pronunciation Ability 

Category of Listening to English Songs Frequency Percent (%) 

Low 12 34.3 
Moderate 19 54.3 

High 4 11.4 
Total 35 100.0 

Category of Pronunciation Ability   

Very Poor 1 2.9 
Enough 6 17.1 

Good 7 20.0 
Very Good 21 60.0 

Total 35 100.0 

 
In table 5, it can be seen that the category of listening for English songs is dominant 

in the moderate category (54.3%), followed respectively by the low category (34.3%), and 
the high category (4%). Likewise, the category of pronunciation ability is dominated by the 
very good category (60%), followed respectively by the good (20%), enough (17.1%), and 
very poor (2.9%). 
 

Tabel 6. Descriptive Statistics 
Variable N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

Student’s Habit of Listening 35 1.80 3.70 2.76 0.58 
Pronunciation Ability 35 50 100 85.43 13.79 

 
The result of the variables, students' habit of listening to English songs and the 

correct pronunciation of words were explained using descriptive statistics. The results 
showed that students' habit of listening to English songs has a mean value of 2.76 (std. 
deviation 0.58). This shows that students' habit of listening to English songs meets the 
moderate criteria. Supported by Putri (2023) the results of her research, found that 
students' habit in listening to English songs were in the moderate category. However, 
pronunciation ability with mean score was 85.43 (std. deviation 13.79). This result shows 
that pronunciation ability was in the range of 76% - 85% with good percentage. Supported 
by Azzahroh (2022) pronunciation ability in learning English is included in the good 
percentage was 78 which in the ranged 77% - 85%. 
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Tabel 6. Correlation between Students’ Habit of Listening to English Songs 

 and Pronunciation Ability 
 Variable Coefficient Correlation p-Value 

Spearman’s Rho 
Student’s habit of Listening 
and Pronunciation Ability 

0.308 0.072 

 
Based on Table 6, it shows the result of whether a correlation between these two 

variables is there or not. Based on the correlation coefficient significant (2-tailed) of 
students' habit of listening to English songs with p – value is greater than 0.05 (p-value = 
0.072 > 0.05) therefore statistically there is no significant correlation. While the significant 
(2-tailed) correlation coefficient of pronunciation ability with the Correlation Coefficient (r) 
is 0.308 (r = 0.308) means Low (it means not significant to alpha 5% because the p-value is 
greater than 0.05 (p-value > 0.05).  

Understanding other people's speech is a very important skill to learn before 
someone can communicate. Listening has a very crucial role in daily interactions and in 
educational efforts. Listening is a way that is often used to communicate in everyday life. 
Used as a means of broad language communication. Most people are more likely to think 
about listening to other people, listening to the radio, and listening to music. Listening has 
a big impact on the ability to master English. In general, listening skills are very important 
things that students must master in the process of learning a language such as English (Sinta 
et al., 2021).  

Nowadays, English language skills are very necessary for communication. English 
language skills are important things that everyone must have, including students. There are 
many ways you can improve your English language skills; one way is to use songs. From the 

results of research conducted by (Farhansyah et al., 2023), the conclusion is drawn that 
using songs to improve English language skills is an effective way because songs are easy to 
find in students' lives. Using songs can help students develop their listening and 
pronunciation skills, which can also increase their vocabulary. Likewise, research 
conducted by Megawati et al., (2021), found that the habit of watching English language 
films using English subtitles can encourage students to have good English-speaking skills 
because speaking requires mastery of vocabulary as well as the arrangement of words, 
phrases, sentences as well as the meaning conveyed. The results of this research showed 
that high speaking ability was influenced by film watching habits. There is a positive 
relationship between the habit of watching English language films with English subtitles and 
speaking ability. If the level of habit of watching films in English is high, then the ability to 
speak English is also high and if the level of habit of watching films in English is low then the 
ability to speak English is also low. 

In contrast to the research findings that researchers obtained, there is not enough 
evidence to state that there is a meaningful correlation between the habit of listening to 
English songs and students' English pronunciation abilities. A positive low correlation 
coefficient indicates a weak correlation between these variables, even at an alpha of 5% it 
is not significant. This means that there is a higher than 5% chance that the observed weak 
positive correlation could occur due to random variation in the sample data rather than an 
actual relationship in the population. This indicates that based on the current sample, there 
isn't enough evidence to conclude that the relationship observed is present in the broader 
population. The researcher assumes that the sample size in this study is still small so there 
is not enough evidence to prove the close relationship between the variables studied, so it 
is possible that data will need to be collected from a larger sample. However, researchers 
also need to pay attention to various other factors that enable students to train and improve 
their pronunciation skills in English. 
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Based on the descriptive findings of this research, the respondents' dominant 
pronunciation ability variable was in the very good category, but the habit of listening to 
English songs variable was dominant in the moderate category. This means that good 
pronunciation abilities do not necessarily occur just because of the habit of listening to 
English songs, but other factors need to be studied further which enable students to be able 
to display optimal pronunciation abilities. 

A person's English language ability can be influenced by various complex and 
interrelated factors. Although the habit of listening to English songs can contribute 
positively, there are many other factors that also play an important role in learning and 
mastering this language. The environment is a very influential factor. Someone who is in an 
environment where English is often used in daily communication tends to have better 
English language skills (Leong & Ahmadi, 2017). This can happen at home, school, work, or 
a community that encourages active use of English. Formal education has a big impact on 
English language skills. A school curriculum that includes intensive and quality English 
language learning will help students understand structure, grammar and vocabulary better 
(Poedjiastutie et al., 2018). Competent teachers and effective teaching methods also greatly 
determine learning outcomes (Shishavan & Sadeghi, 2009). 

Personal motivation and interest also play an important role. Someone who has a 
high interest and motivation to learn English, whether for academic, professional or 
personal purposes, tends to master this language more quickly and effectively. Motivation 
can come from a desire to communicate with people from different parts of the world, 
pursue higher education, or get better job opportunities (Lashari et al., 2017). Furthermore, 
practice and active use are the main keys to language acquisition. Using English in daily 
conversations, writing, reading and listening to English content will improve your skills 
significantly. Hands-on experience in speaking and writing in English helps one understand 
the context, idioms, and nuances of the language better (Anggraini, 2022). 

Apart from that, media and technology also play a role in enriching English language 
skills (Anwas et al., 2020). Access to various platforms such as films, podcasts, books and 
articles in English can improve language comprehension and skills. Technology such as 
language learning apps also provide interactive and fun ways to learn (Demirci & Çelik, 
2023). No less important, psychological factors such as self-confidence and courage to try 
speaking a foreign language influence a person's ability to speak English. Often, 
psychological barriers such as the fear of making mistakes can hinder the learning process 
(Arifin & Arifin, 2017). Lastly, interaction with native speakers provides its own benefits. 
Interacting directly with them helps one understand accents, intonation, and language 
usage in real cultural contexts. Overall, English language ability is the result of a combination 
of various factors, including environment, education, personal motivation, active practice, 
media and technology, and psychological factors. Each individual may experience the 
influence of these factors in different ways, depending on their individual situations and 
conditions. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 Based on the results obtained, it can be concluded that the way students learn 
English is not entirely using songs. In addition, it can be seen that students have only a 
moderate level in their habit of listening to English songs. However, after linking the two 
variables it was found that statistically students' habit of listening to English songs did not 
have a strong influence on pronunciation ability. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
 This study provided recommendations based on the final results of this study. This 
research helped students to use other ways to learn English so they can learn English 
optimally. Because the result of this study provided evidence that listening to English songs 
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only does not have an impact on the pronunciation of English words. Based on the results, 
the student’s pronunciation ability is good, so this research recommends that students 
continue to train their tongues in pronouncing words in English. Because it would help them 
maintain their pronunciation ability in learning English. A recommendation is given to 
English teachers to provide more motivation and creativity in teaching English. This can be 
done by familiarizing students with activities of listening to English songs to train and 
motivate their way in learning English. Future research should consider additional variables 
and possibly larger samples to better understand the dynamics between study habits and 
academic performance. 
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